The Worship of God
Preparation for Worship

This is no jingle-bells joy bought with the swipe of a credit card.  The seeds of this joy have been planted in sadness and watered with tears.  This is the honest joy that often comes only after the weeping has tarried the night.


-Talitha Arnold
Prelude
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
Kevin Vest
arr. Ethel Tench Rogers
Welcome 

Don Rogers

Dedication of Shoeboxes

Robin Giltner

Passing of the Peace

Don Rogers





The peace of Christ be with you.


And also with you.

(Please sign and pass the Guest Register during this time.)

Hymn of Praise
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Number 122
Invocation

David Martin
Children’s Time
The Cross
Andrew Noe

Children’s Church is provided for children age 4 years to 1st grade immediately following the Children’s Time.  Nursery is provided for children under age 4.
Scripture Reading              
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Charlie Thurman

This is the word of our Lord.


Thanks be to God.
Lighting the Advent Candle of Joy

Paul & Debbie Brown
And so it seems that people have forgotten how to laugh.

There is deep sadness and fear.

Happiness is pursued in the gaining of possessions.

Words of joy and contentment are replaced with me and mine.
Then, when smiles seemed to have been forgotten and shadows are almost tangible, God said,

“Let there be light.”

And there was joy.
The light of joy tickles our hearts in Advent.

This candle is the party candle of Advent.

In light of joy, faces are lit with gladness.

The eyes of me flicker with wonder found in us.

In its lights we learn again to delight in simple things, smiles, hugs, and laughs.

When all around the world declares joy to me,

The candle declares joy to the world.
Congregational Response

Hope, peace, joy, and love!  These are the gifts You bring from above.

Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your peace, reflected in me.
Hope, peace, joy, and love!  These are the gifts You bring from above.

Jesus, Emmanuel, come to be light of Your joy, reflected in me.
Prayers of the People

Don Rogers

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.

Hymn of Prayer
Lo, How a Rose E’er Booming
Number 105
Scripture Reading              
Luke 1:39-45
Kim Jamieson

This is the word of our Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Angels Are Making Their Rounds
Adult Choir

arr. Pepper Choplin
Sermon
Walking the Road to Christmas
Don Rogers 
A Journey of Blessing
Hymn of Response
Arise, Your Light Is Come
Number 87
Offertory Prayer


Offertory
Providing Refuge and Hope in Uganda





Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 




Global Missions Video
Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts! 

 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!
Benediction

Don Rogers

Postlude
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Brenda McDade



arr. Carol Tournquist
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Church Staff


Pastor—Don Rogers, D.Min		Church Secretary—Doris Gohde


Minister to Students—Rev. Jon Self	Facilities Manager—Howard Aubrey


Minister of Music—Brittany Krebs	Parents Day Out Director—Nicole Davis


Minister to Children—Andrew Noe	Financial Secretary—Judy Witt


    And Families				Treasurer—Leonard Buckner


Organist—Kevin Vest			Pianist—Brenda McDade

















Walking the Road to Christmas





A Journey of Blessing








