Tenebrae – A Service of Darkness

Good Friday 

April 22, 2011
The Service of Darkness commemorates the suffering and death of Christ and is based on the ancient word Tenebrae, which means “shadows.” The service depicts the events that led to the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Chiming of the Hour

The Evening Greeting and Opening Prayer
Don Rogers

The Word of Betrayal



Dramatic Monologue

José Albovias



Based on Matthew 26: 31-35

The Word of Agony




The Reading
Matthew 26: 36-50
Carrie Bearden

Hymn 
Go to Dark Gethsemane
Number 180



Go to dark Gethsemane, you who feel the tempter’s power;

Your Redeemer’s conflict see; watch with Him one bitter hour;

Turn not from His griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.

Follow to the judgment hall; view the Lord of life arraigned;

O the worm-wood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul sustained!

Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Him to bear the cross.

The Word of Mockery




Dramatic Monologue

Andrew Noe



Based on Matthew 27:24-31

A Time of Confession

Jon Self
O God, you search us out and know us, and all that we are is open to you.
Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

When we avoid examining ourselves but jump to examine our neighbors. When we show great discipline in pursuit of worldly wealth, but invest neither energy nor enthusiasm in the treasures of the Spirit. When we clamor for your crown, but refuse to shoulder your cross. When we look for an easier gospel, a lighter cross, a less demanding Jesus, be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned. Amen.

Music for Reflection

Lorna Larson 


& Brenda McDade

The Word of Forgiveness




The Reading
Luke 23: 32-43
Carrie Bearden


Hymn
What Wondrous Love Is This
Number 171

The Word of Loneliness




The Reading
Matthew 27: 45-50
José Albovias


Hymn 
Were You There
Number 192
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?

The Word of Commitment





The Reading
John 19:38-42
Andrew Noe

Anthem
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Adult Choir



arr. Dan Forrest
& Lorna Larson

Removal of the Light

The Christ Candle is taken from the altar, symbolizing the burial of the Light of the World.


Explanation

The extinguishing of the candles, the gradual dimming of the lights, and the stripping of the altar symbolizes the slowing ebbing life of our Lord and the flight of the followers. Our worship concludes with the removal of the Christ Candle, symbolizing the death of Christ and the hours He was entombed.

You may remain for a time of quiet meditation and silent prayer, leaving in silence.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Flower Cross

Bring a spring bouquet to the Library for our flower cross before 

Sunday School on Easter morning.

Easter Celebration
Sunday, April 24th
10:45 AM
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