The Worship of God
Preparing for Worship
Nothing is won by force. I choose to be gentle.
If I raise my voice may it be only in praise.

If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer.

If I make a demand, may it be only of myself.

Max Lucado
Prelude
Sheep May Safely Graze
Kevin Vest




J.S. Bach


Welcome & Passing of the Peace

Don Rogers





The peace of Christ be with you.


And also with you.

(Please sign and pass the Guest Register during this time.)

Hymn of Praise
For the Beauty of the Earth
Number 341
(verses 1-4)
Invocation
Kathy Leichty
Call to Worship





We seek the guidance of the Spirit,
To be free in Christ and resist the limitations of self-centered living.
We seek the guidance of the Spirit,

To love our neighbors as ourselves.

We seek the guidance of the Spirit,

To live with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,   
faithfulness, gentleness, and patience.

We seek the guidance of the Spirit,


To be the people Christ calls us to be.
Children’s Moment
Gentleness
Andrew Noe
Children’s Church is provided for children age 4 years to 1st grade immediately following the Children’s Time.  Nursery is provided for children under age 4.
Scripture Reading  
Philippians 4:4-9
Jim Frick




This is the word of our Lord.


Thanks be to God.

Call to Prayer
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
Adult Choir
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness calling and free;

Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 

then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;

and over the eons you called to each thing:

“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.”

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes;

 From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams.

And women see visions, our men clear their eyes.

With bold new decisions your people arise.

Prayer of Confession

Andrew Noe 

Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our waywardness.                           Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people divided against ourselves, clinging to the values of a broken world.                                                    We aggressively pursue profit and pleasures: laying waste to the land, polluting the seas and fouling the air.                                                                                                                              The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor and nation against nation.                                                                                                                        We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have turned them into bonds of oppression.                                                        Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.                                                           Set us free to serve you as agents of your gentle and transforming love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Pastoral Prayer

Don Rogers
Scripture Reading  
Galatians 5: 22-25
Jamie Rapp





This is the word of our Lord.




Thanks be to God.
Anthem
Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me
Adult Choir

arr. K. Lee Scott
Sermon
Growing Our Spiritual Gardens:
Don Rogers



Cultivating Gentleness
Hymn of Response
Seek Ye First
Number 436
Offertory Prayer
David Lynch
Offertory
More Love to Thee, O Christ
Brenda McDade




arr. Mark Hayes



Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!
Benediction

Don Rogers 

Remember this, life is short. We have not long to gladden the hearts of those with whom we journey. Therefore, be swift to love, be joyful and gentle, and so live your lives to the glory of God. Amen.

Postlude
No One Ever Cared for Me Like Jesus
Brenda McDade



arr. Dino
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