The Worship of God

Preparing for Worship

Contemplate the wonders of creation, the Divine dimension of their being, not as a dim configuration that is presented to you from a distance, but as the reality in which you live.  — Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook 

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Ministry Opportunities

Don Rogers


The peace of Christ be with you.


And also with you.

(Please sign and pass the Guest Register during this time.)

Prelude
Prelude and Fugue in C Major
Kevin Vest



J.S. Bach


Call to Worship

Andrew Noe


Open our eyes, O God, to the marvels that surround us. 


Show us the wonder of each breath we take, every thought, 
word, and movement.


We join our hands in thanks for the many wonders of life; for having 
twenty-four brand new hours before us.


We give thanks for this hour; to be awakened to the 
wonder of Your love that guides our journey into this new 
year.

Hymn of Praise
As with Gladness Men of Old
Number 150
Invocation

Rhonda Martin

Children’s Moment
      Doing your best in school(Proverbs 1:5)
Andrew Noe

Children’s Church is provided for children age 4 years to 1st grade immediately following the Children’s Time.                                                                                                                                              Nursery is provided for children under age 4.

Scripture Reading  
Ephesians 3:1-12
Lisa Grady






This is the word of our Lord.


Thanks be to God.
Congregational Prayer

Jon Self


Light-giving God – We are magi on a caravan of lumbering hope, traveling through grinding wind and glaring sun, chill clear nights and skin-baking days.

We come to seek Your light.

We come lumbering in hope, each of us on our own life’s journey – traveling through times of loneliness and fear, through heartbreak and anger, through grief and loss, through economic uncertainty, through our own private crises. 

We come as magi to seek Your light.

Let us lift the light from You, that we can encounter here,

     the light of the power You make known to us in the truth of our powerlessness,

     the light we can see as we sit quietly as magi at the manger;

     learning to be at ease with our common humanity,

     learning to be at ease with You.

As we lift that Light, visible in the manger, may we be lifted up in the hope You bring. Amen.
Hymn 
Jesus Came to Dwell Among Us
Number 140

Scripture Reading
Matthew 2:1-12
Sally White







This is the word of our Lord.


Thanks be to God.
Anthem
Seeking the King
Adult Choir

arr. Pepper Choplin
Soloist: Kyle Krebs

Sermon
Guiding Wonder
Don Rogers

Hymn of Response
Shine, Jesus, Shine
Number 156

Offertory Prayer
Tom Howard

Offertory
I Worship You Almighty God
Brenda McDade






arr. Don Wyrtzen

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow!
Praise Him all creatures here below!
Praise Him above, ye heavenly hosts!

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!
Benediction

Don Rogers
Postlude
Immortal, Invisible
Brenda McDade



arr. Traditional Welch Melody

For Contemplation

It takes grace in our time to keep our minds open to wonder, to be ready for the tug from God, the push from the Spirit, and the revelation of deep things from the hearts of ordinary people. It takes grace, but it is a great gift.  — Lewis B. Smedes in How Can It Be All Right When Everything Is All Wrong?

To pray is to take notice of the wonder, to regain a sense of the mystery that animates all beings, the divine margin in all attainments.  — Abraham Joshua Heschel quoted in Finding Your Own Spiritual Path by Peg Thompson

At the back of our brains, so to speak, there was a forgotten blaze or burst of astonishment at our own existence. The object of the artistic and spirited life was to dig for this submerged sunrise of wonder.  — G. K. Chesterton in Chaucer

If you become Christ's you will stumble upon wonder upon wonder and every one of them true.  — Saint Brendan of Birr quoted in The Open Gate by David Ada
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